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Regular readers of this column aw noth- 
ing fascinates me more than unusual projectiles. So 
imagine my delight when a recent story about basketball 
in The Daily Hampshire (Home of Unusual Projectiles) 
Gazette described oldtime basketball fans as “wont to 
shower players with coins or heated nails.” 

Now, my view of oldtime basketball has 
always been: they dribble the ball three times, they pass 
it for five minutes, they take a two-handed set shot, then 
the other guys try it. The final score is 16-11. 

But this hot nails thing puts a whole new light 
on it. Maybe they passed the ball so much because every time they tried to drive down the 
lane, some jerk from out of town chucked a few glowing twenty-penny spikes at their feet. 
That'd screw up your dribbling. 

Or say every time the ball changes hands, the opposing fans fling handfuls of 
finishing nails as you inbound the ball. Hot finishing nails. I think by the third quarter, I’d 
be wondering why I didn’t try out for wrestling. 

But where’ d they come up with this? Okay, coins I can understand. Hockey fans, 
when they’re allowed out of the wards, still throw coins onto the playing area. Imean, coins 
are something most people have in their pockets; they’re accessible. But nails?? And how 
did they keep them hot? Was itlike, “OK, honey, let’s not be late...Lessee...I got the tickets, 
the seat cushions, my wallet...oops, almost forgot the brazier and carpet tacks... 

I knew I’d never sleep until I got some of these questions answered. So I called 
Wayne Patterson, Head Librarian at the Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield (Birthplace 
of Hoops), Mass. Boy, did he open my eyes! Turns out in the early days as many as half 
of all basketball games were played with the players protected by chicken wire. He 
explained that didn’t mean the players wore chicken wire, which would have left disgusting 
marks on their skin. Instead, the court was surrounded by a humongoid cage to keep the 
fans and players from maiming each other in the name of sport. 

Furthermore — listen to this! — the cage wasn’t just to put a damper on the coin- 
and-nail-tossers, either. In those days, there was no such thing as out of bounds. If the ball 
went twelve rows up in the seats, whichever team got the ball first, got the ball. Imagine 
Charles Barkley and Patrick Ewing scrambling for a loose ball twelve rows up. I’d like to 
see that on ESPN. Then fans would go, “OK, honey, let’s not be late....got the tickets, my 
wallet, hospital addresses...” 

Personally, I think the NBA is missing the boat by not fully exploiting the sport’s 
history. Sure, they puton special exhibitions of slam-dunks and three-point shots. But those 
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chunk of ad revenue with exhibition games where each fan is provided with a cupful of hot 
nails, and there’s no out of bounds. Kind ofa combination American Gladiators and Rescue 
911. Maybe they could even have Michael Jackson sing at halftime. And for a special fee, 
fans could throw hot nails at him. 
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Monaco, along the south coast of 
France, is on the same latitude as 
Portland, Maine. 

Q. You said “companionship” always 
ranks first in those surveys asking 
what people most want out of mar- 
riage. What comes in second? 

A. “Reciprocated love.” Then, “finan- 
cial security,” “reliable sex,” and 
“intellectual stimulation.” 
Massachusetts has 106 colleges and 
universities. 

In 1895 Congress passed a law to 
require every town of 50,000 people to 
set up free public baths. 

The French writer Andre Gide said, “It 
is better to be hated for what you are 
than to be loved for what you are not.” 
About three-quarters of the nutritional 
value in a pumpkin is in the seeds. 
Census-takers in China’s Guangzhou 
(formerly Canton) report it’s not 
extraordinary for 20,000 bicyclists to 
cross any of many intersections there 
in one hour. 
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TAKE IT 28 LEAVEIT by LM. Boya 


Q. Which seabirds dive the deepest? 
A. Penguins. They dive as‘far as 800 
feet. 

Lose 20 percent of your body’s water, 
and you’re a goner. Yet the medicos 
say you could lose 80 percent of your 
intestines, one lung, one kidney, every 
organ in the pelvic area, your spleen, 
and 75 percent of your liver, and still 
survive. 

Found in a fortune cookie: “You are in 
your own way — please stand aside.” 
There are 102 counties in Illinois, and 
they all grow soybeans. 

Legal scholars estimate there are 35 
million laws to enforce the Ten 
Commandments. And many more 
that don't. For instance, in England, 
it’s illegal to wrestle in public with an 
untrained bull. 

Q. Are there any parasites among 
mammals? 

A. Only one. The vampire bat. 
Among the better New Year's toasts: 
“May the worst of this year be even 
better than the best of last year!” 
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-five pounds doesn't seem like 
Coach e lift. But when you lift it, 
you leverage 900 pounds of pressure 
on the third disc of your back. 

The word “crummy” to mean some- 
thing undesirable has been around for 
about 00 years. 


The ancient Babylonians decreed the 
death penalty for anyone convicted of 
selling bay beer. 


The writer Dorothy e Sayers said this: 
“Time and trouble will tame an ad- 
vanced young woman, but an ad- 

vanced old woman is uncontrollable 
by any earthly force.” 


Q. Do all doctors keep handguns in 
their offices? 
A. Certainly not all. But more than 
half do. 
Nobody has even the slightest idea of 
how many animal species live on 
earth. 
Marketers figure that only one out of 
every 10 American boys doesn’t own 
a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle figure. 


Leather 


SEE AD 
ON 


it’s true that water seeks its Own leva, 
But it can’t always find it. In the 
oceans, that level can vary by 600 
feet. If there’s a mountain range out 
there, like the Hawiian chain, its 


gravitational pull raises the water leve| 


around it. 
New England is bigger than old 
England. 


Your thumb is about the size of a 
crocodile’s brain. 
Publishers say they have to sell at 
least 4,000 rightly-priced books to 
break even. 

This is reported to be the first time in 
history when the average American 
has more living parents than living 
children. 

Q. Name the only woman to be queen 
of two European countries. 

A. Eleanor of Aquitaine. At age 15, 
she married Louis VII to be Queen of 
France. After her marriage was 
annulled 15 years later, she married 
King Henry Il to become Queen of 
England. 
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New England's Finest Jazz Club 


Bring a friend 
to an evening 
of superb dining 
with your favorite 
jazz artists... 


Call us today 
and make plans 
for a most 
enjoyable evening. 


Call 532-DsA2VaEs 
pee Street * Chicopee, MA 01003 


Hampshire County's 
small businesses 


733 Chico 


And we want you for a customer too. So, 
now through March 3lst, we're bringing 
back our free phone system installation* 
offer. You'll save hundreds, even 
thousands. Plus, you'll get the ATST 
Customer Satisfaction Guarantee. So 
call us today at (413) 527-1950 for details, 
And join all the businesses that are saving 
money with free installation of a new AT&T 
fF Small Business Phone System. 
“Sire and its dssociated installanoa charges not included Cannot be combined 


Sith another promation of discount: AT&T phone system customers should ask 
about upgrade offers 
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‘Dance Club... 
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Eighteen and Over 
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ee Free Admission before 10pm ee 
e Free All Night with College I.D. © 

Saturday 
THE AREA’S BIGGEST AND 
BEST SATURDAY NIGHT 


DANCE PARTY WITH.DJ DAVE 
Featuring the Best Dance Hits From 
The 70's, 80’s and 90’s 


Mt. Tom Ski Pass Giveaways 
Live Music... 


Thurs., Feb 11 © 8pm ° 18+ 
MURPHY’S LAW 
Patchwork Revolution 


Fri., Feb 12 © 9pm © Rock 102 
Free Rock Friday 
THE SAINTS 
ee Free Before 10pm ee 
e Free All Night with College ID ¢ 

Sat., Feb 13 ° 9pm 

FREE PRESS 

Rock Gods From Chicopee 
Mon., Feb 15 ° 9pm ° 18+ 
THELONIUS MONSTER * 
Thurs, Feb 18 ¢ 9pm © 18+ 
SHOCKRA 
Fri, Feb 19 ¢ 7pm 
Free Rock Friday 


TEXAS FLOOD 
UPSTAIRS 


Your Local Source For Quality 


Services and Supplies. 


A store for 
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CENTERFOLDS - 
DOWNSTAIRS 


Sat,Feb20°9pm 
EIGHT TO THE BAR 


Thur., Feb 25 © 9pm ¢ 18+ 
BIM SKALA BIM 


Tickets for all shows available at N/ton 
Box Office: 586-8686, Strawberries, Rap 
City in Brattleboro, For The Record in 
Amherst, About Music in Greenfield, & 
Ticket Pro: (800) 828-7080: 
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and the people 


who love them. 


Tuesday - Saturday: 11-6 


586-0091 
202 State St. in Northampton 


10 Pearl Street, Northampton 


(413) 584-7771 
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Baystate Hotel: The Mess Dave’s Other Place: Art Steele Blues Band 


Iron Horse: Lucie Blue Tremblay Vertex: Selectrocution 
Patchwork Revolution Alley Oops: D) Bobby C—all requests 


City Cafe: DJ w/ dance music Pearl Street: Murphy's Law, 


Alley Oop’s: The Secret Dave’s Other Place: Café Society City Cafe: D) w/ dance music Huke Lau/Comedy Connection: Polynesian 
Show Hotel Northampton: Mark Melucci, Tom Savoy Pearl Street: The Saints Iron Horse: Altan Peking Garden: George MacDonald, 
Mary Martha Green River Cafe: Cathy Winter Vertex: Cosmos Factory — CCR Tribute Baystate Hotel: Southgoing Zax 


Vertex: Selectrocution Baystate Hotel: Baystate Cabaret: The Lyres, 1313 Mockingbird Lane, Puddywad Green River Cafe: Leroy 
White Iron Horse: Aztec Two-Step Pearl Street: Free Press Huke Lau/Comedy Connection: Rhonda Shear (Host of USA’s “Up All 
Night”) Alley Oops: The Secret City Cafe: DJ w/ dance music Peking Garden: George MacDonald, Mary Martha Dave's Other 
Place: Jac Varonesi Hotel Northampton: Tom Savoy, Chalyce Blair 


Alley Oop’s: New Country Night Iron Horse: Garnet Rogers Green River Cafe: Leroy White Vertex: White Zombie (Seattle band) 
Academy of Music: Wilde About Oscar w/ Vincent Dowling (Sponsored by Northampton Arts Council) Peking Garden: Marci Rose 


Academy of Music 584-8435 
Amherst Cinema _ . 253-5426 
Calvi eh eee 584-2310. 
Garden Theater 774-4881 : 
Greenfield Cinemas 772-0298 : 
Hampshire Mall —- 584-7550 
Mountain Farms —- 584-9153. 
Pleasant Street 586-0935 | 
_~TowerTheaters 533-2663 


Pearl Street: Thelonius Monster 
Green River Cafe: “Ware” —a film 
Iron Horse: Michael Beatty 


Iron Horse: The Bombastics 


ban 


Vertex: Reggae: New Horizon 
Iron Horse: Sweet Lizard Illtet 
Dave’s Other Place: George Lenker 


see oe ts, 


(Sheehan's is dead; Long live Sheehan's!) Tobey photo 
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The Rent Party at The Bay State 


Vertex: Selectrocution Iron Horse: Deborah Franciose Group Alley Oops: All Request w/ DJ Bobby C. City Cafe: DJ w/ dance 
music Dave’s Other Place: Rhythm Rockers Baystate Hotel: Songwriters Showcase: Paul Rocha, Kevin Keady, Amy Fairchild, 
Steve Westfield, Al Giordano, Lesley Smith, Daxe Rexford Pearl Street: Shockra 


¥; 


Sr eta 


Baystate Hotel: Equalites, Urban Family Band Hotel Northampton: Tom Savoy, Charlie Schmidt Dave’s Other Place: Tom 
McClung Green River Cafe: Peter Miles Alley Oops: The Choice Pearl Street: California Playgirl Centerfolds—upstairs Texas 
Flood—downstairs City Cafe: DJ w/ dance music Peking Garden: Ron Lynch, Lauren Dombrowski Iron Horse: The Low Road, 
plus Knots & Crosses Amherst College Campus Center: Big Shoulders Vertex: Eddie Money unplugged 


Iron Horse: The Big Waaah Scratch Band Alley Oops: The Choice Dave’s Other Place: Greg Lent & Shelton Laster Huke 
Lau/Comedy Connection: Mark DeCarlo (Host of “Studs”) City Cafe: DJ w/ dance music Peking Garden: Ron Lynch, Lauren 
Dombrowski Hotel Northampton: Charlie Schmidt, Chalyce Blair Green River Cafe: Ron Freshley Jazz Group Baystate Hotel: 
Pop Black, Hector Pearl Street: Eight To The Bar Vertex: Selectrocution 


Alley Oops: New Country w/ DJ Mike P. Green River Cafe: Poets & Players Amherst College Campus Center: The Story, Justina & 
Joyce Academy of Music: Child’s Play: A Children’s Performance Showcase, w/10 area children’s performance groups. MC — 
Roger Tincknell Vertex: Reign Dance 


Iron Horse: Poetry slam 


Iron Horse: John Scofield Quartet 
Green River Cafe: Open Mike, w/ Rob Skelton 

Baystate Hotel: Mardi Gras Night: Mentos, New Horizon 
Pearl Street: Techo-rave dance party 


Iron Horse: 14th Anniversary Concert: Patty Larkin 
Vertex: Reggae: New Horizon . 


CELTIC ANGEL 
PRESENTS 


7PM NO COVER 
“STRIKING SONGS” -BOSTON GLOBE 


¥ MICHAEL BEATTY 


THE BOMBASTIC 


7PM $2 @ DOOR 


SWEET LIZARD ILLTET 


ILLIN’, CHILLIN’, PSYCHOACTIVE AUDIO .. 
TRANSMISSION FUNK METAL - RAP FROM NYC 


THE LOW ROAD 
KNOTS & CROSSES 


Iron Horse 14th Anniversary Concert 


PATTY LARKIN . 


20 CENTER STREET 
NORTHAMPTON 


Att AGEs Always. Fut RESTAURANT 
*Kips 5-16: $5 Resate @ Door 
+ SMOKE FREE PERFORMANCE 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLA 


Killer Storms 
Fierce storms caused 
@) severaldeaths and severe 
flooding in Germany, Po- 
land and Scotland. Three men died 
in Scotland where winds of up to 85 
miles per hour uprooted trees and 
tore roofs from buildings. 

One person was killed in Germany 
when gales struck the North Sea 
coast and flooded low-lying areas. 
Evacuations occurred in Hamburg, 
Bremen, and the states of Lower 
Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein. 

Three people were killed in Poland 
and rail traffic stalled when strong 
winds wrecked power lines in the 
southern city of Bielsko-Biala. Afreak 
snowstorm also blanketed Lublin. 
Two storm victims died when falling 
trees crushed their cars. 

Eighteen people died in Indonesia 
during three days of heavy floods 
and storms. The worst damage 
occurred on Flores and Sumba is- 
lands. The newspaper Kompas re- 
ported that heavy rains in east Java 
caused the Solo River to overflow. 
Other deaths occurred in south Su- 
lawesi province. 

Up to 6 inches of rain fell in parts of 
the state of Washington, forcing 
police to evacuate people by boat. 
Flood warnings were issued for six 
western Washington rivers. 


Earthquakes 

A magnitude 6.3 earth- 
[Ss] quake destroyed 172 

homes, damaged 1,600 
more and injured 31 people in China's 
Pu'er province. A spokesman at the 
State Seismological Bureau in Bei- 
jing said helicopters brought 15 seri- 
ously injured people to hospitals. 
Cracks were also found in a local 
reservoir in Yunnan province near 
the Laotian border. 

The Japan Central Meteorological 
Agency recorded a magnitude 6 
earthquake centered off the Pacific 
coast of Hokkaido. No injuries or 
damage were reported. Other earth 
movements were recorded in Alaska, 


NET 


Hawaii, Vanuatu, American Samoa, 
Taiwan, and Iran. 


Cigarette Spill 
Crews using tulip bulb 
combines are clearing 
J beaches near Callantsoog, 
Netherlands, after 18 containers 
carrying 10 million cigarettes each 
were swept from the German 
freighter Hamburg Star. Thousands 
of people flocked to the northern 
Dutch beach to gather the cigarettes, 
still dry in their cellophane-wrapped 
packages. Police spokesman Wil 
Wiegers said a 13-mile stretch of 
beach was covered by cigarettes “as 
far as the eye can see.” 


Deadly Winds 


Almost 200 people were 
killed by icy winds which 

swept across northern 
Bangladesh. Fifty-two people died 
in one day, mostly elderly laborers 
and homeless children. Bangladesh 
is one of the world’s poorest nations, 


By Steve Newman 


0 ‘Edwina 


and the cold has affected millions of 
its underfed populace. 


Tropical Storms 
Cyclone Edwina churned 
harmlessly in the Indian 
Ocean with wind speeds 
up to 95 miles per hour. 


Tanker Spill 


Salvagecrews have put out 
the fire aboard the Maersk 
Navigator that burned for 


six days in the Andaman Sea. The 
ship, carrying 78 million gallons of 
oil, collided with the Sanko Honor. 
Anoilleakfrom the collision left a20- 
mile-long oilslick that threatened the 
area near.India’s Great Nicobar is- 
land, home to endangered species 
including rare turtlas and the du- 
gong. India's anti-pollution efforts 
kept the slick from creating any major 
environmental damage. Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir, speaking 
on Radio Malaysia, said a coordinat- 
ing body must be established by 


+110 = 
Birdsville, 
Australia 


For the week ending 
January 29, 1993 


©1993 Chronicle Fostures 


countries in the area to control such 
oil spills. The prime minister sug- 
gested atax or levy on ships passing 
through the area to pay for spill 
cleanup in the future. 


Leviathan Battle 


Scientists found a 45-foot 
leq sperm whale that died af- 
ter a ferocious undersea 


battle with a giant squid. Peter Mur- 
ray of the Northern Territory’s Mu- 
seum of Arts and Sciences said 
“There are squid scar marks on his 
nose. The squids are obviously not 
easy to subdue, so whales get en- 
tangled in these big long arms...and 
they really do tear into the whale's 
flesh.” The 40-ton whale died on a 
beach not far from where sperm 
whales feed on giant squid in the 
waters off northern Australia. 

Additional Sources: Japan Meteorological 
Agency, PRC Stata Seismological Bureau, U. 
S. Climate Analysis Center, U. S. Earthquake 


Information Center, and the World Meteoro- 
logical Organization. 
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Eruptions 


ow Mayon Volcano erupted 
wN without warning in the 
central Philippines, spew- 
ing aplume of gritty ash nearly three 
miles into the sky. Authorities said 
that scores of villagers were missing 
and feared dead from the disaster, 
while thousands of others fled the 
mountain in cars, trucks, and ox- 
carts. Magma still building within the 
volcano led vulcanologists to fear 
that an even more powerful explo- 
sion may be imminent. 

Officials in western Mexico de- 
clared a state of alert because of the 
eruption of what may be a new vol- 
cano on Socorro Island, about 300 
miles south of the tip of Baja Califor- 
nia. Some reports said the activity 
was coming from the 3,960-foot Ever- 
man Volcano, one of the two known 
to exist on the island, but the Excel- 
sior news agency said it could be the 
birth of a new volcano. 


' Floods 


Floods swelling rivers and 
Et lakes in parts of eastern 
Africa derailed a Kenyan 
train packed with 600 passengers 
andkilled atleast 33 people in neigh- 
boring Tanzania as the region 
emerges from the worst drought in 
living memory. A flash flood sent the 
night train from Mombasa to Nairobi 
tumbling into arivercalled God Save 
Us on Jan. 30. At least 140 passen- 
gers were swept to their death or 
died on impact with the raging river. 
Bridges and roads have been 
swept away across a wide area, and 
the inundations may cause heavy 
crop losses. Kenya Wildlife director 
Richard Leakey said that roads in 
the Ambroesli park, a popular tourist 
destination, were impassable and a 
huge lake had formed there follow- 
ing weeks of heavy rainfall. 

In Indonesia, about 600,000 
people across Java were forced to 
higher ground following incessant 
heavy rains. Floods and landslides 
have taken 34 lives and paralyzed 
traffic links over the island. 


Wintery Woes 


A winter storm spawned 

blizzards and heavy snow- 

fall from Turkey to the 
deserts of the Middle East. Schools 
and shops were shutin Jordan, which 
received as much as 30 inches of 
snowfall in the northern mountains. 
Palestinian youths in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank threw snow- 
balls at passing cars instead of the 
usual stones. As the storm moved 
into the more temperate climes of 
the northern Persian Gulf, it pro- 
duced heavy downpours that 
swamped roads and caused several 
houses to collapse in Kuwait. 


Fireball 


Residents from Alabama 
to North Carolina were 

© startled by a huge meteor 
that produced explosions and sonic 
boomsasit streaked across the night 
sky. The sounds were so thunder- 


ous that some people thought that 
an earthquake had struck. Georgia 


State University astronomer John 
. Wilson said that the chunk of space 
rock appeared to break into three 
?flaming pieces before hitting the 
ground. 


Cat Attacks 


; Residents in aremote part 
ileal of Nepal demanded official 
, action after aleopard killed 
“sevenchildrenand wounded adozen 
- adults during the past month. Areport 

in the Rising Nepal daily newspaper 

said the killer leopard pounced onits 


victims at dusk, targeting children at 
play outside their homes. 


Earthquakes 

A moderate temblor meas- 
ES uring 5.4 on the Richter 

scale shook China’s far 
western Xinjiang region, damaging 
houses and barns. Earth movements 
were also felt in China’s Yunnan 
province, central Greece, Illinois, 


Alaska’s Cook Inlet, and at southern 
and eastern points in California. 


Lar'yak, 
Siberia 


4112" -. 
Tarcoola, : 
- §. Australia g e oG 


For the week ending 
February 5, 1993 
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Nuclear Venom 

A large part of the former 
€) Soviet Union is so contami- 

nated with radioactivity that 
it is turning up in snake venom, 
according to a report in the British 
journal Nature. The contamination 
stems from planned releases of 
radioactive waste from nuclear fuel 
plants and accidents at atomic power 
plants, as well as surface and under- 
ground nuclear explosions from the 
Arctic to The Steppes of Central 
Asia. Some of the venom is being 
exported to the West for use in medi- 
cines and could cause radioactive 
poisoning in patients if the contami- 
nation is undetected during shipping 
and processing. A 4.5-pound con- 
signment of snake venom was re- 
cently impounded by Russian cus- 
toms officials because of its high 
radioactivity. 


Additional Sources: Israeli Meteorological 
Institute, U. S. Climate Analysis Center, U. S. 
Earthquake Information Center, and the World 
Meteorological Organization 


PARADISE COPIES 


Welcome Home 
Welcome Saloy 


A hospitality service that 


So many copies, so little 


em € Overnight Bulk Rates 
\\ Binding, Cutting & Folding 
, Typesetting & Laser Printing 
| Oversized Copies 


welcomes new homeowners 
Color Copies 


and new babies! To include 
your business/service call 


(413)586-4966 


i 

t 
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eh Neat Batt 10 pm 


CALL 
585-0414 
FAX 
2 a A 
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Jor Bor Brictige'.2 “ft ee Mullet: 


The marketing geniuses at 
the big food companies decided last 
year that it’s now okay if food tastes 
good. 

I'm not kidding. This was a 
controversial issuewithin the halls of 
Kraft, General Foods, Sara Lee, 
Wonder Bread, Coke, Pepsi, and 
Mountain Dew. They actually had 
meetings where they sat around and 
said, “Well, what do you think the 
consumer wants in the nineties? 
Here’s an idea. Call me crazy, but 
maybe the stuff should taste good.” 

And there were people who 
said, “Naaaah. Give it up.” 

And it turns out that, for the 
last ten years, a lot of companies 
have been purposely making food 
that doesn’t taste quite so good, just 
so people will think it's good for them. 
You get the idea here? If you put out 
a Diet Coke that tastes exactly like 
Classic Coke, then whoever’s drink- 
ing it starts to feel guilty. But make it 
taste just a little bitter, and — voila! 
— the person feels great! They've 
stayed on their diet, and they've suf- 


A South Indian'crepe 
made with a variety, of 
grains and beans stuffed with 
curried vegetables and served 
with two chutneys. $2°95 


Free Delivery (:7* Minimum) 
31 Boltwood Walk ¢ Amherst 


S 
THORNES - 15O MAIN ST- NORTHAMPTON-MA-586-5067 


fered. They've refused that Classic 
Coke taste. They're good people. 

The same goes for the pack- 
aging of foods. Back in the fifties, 
there was only one kind of message 
you put on a food package: “Deli- 
cious!” Every word on the package 
was some form of “Delicious!” Every 
food was scrumptious, tasty, yum- 
yum, or heavenly. 

But that all changed in the 
eighties. The message became “No 
Fat,” “Low Fat,” “Eighty PercentLess 
Cholesterol.” (Those were always 
funny to me, because !’d think, 
“Eighty percent less than what? 
Eighty percent less than a tub of 
lard?”) Even companies like Sara 
Lee — which, let's face it, are basi- 
cally in the “stuff your face” business 
— started advertising “low sugar,” 
“less cholesterol.” But one thing the 
marketing guys never, ever put on 
their labels was “tastes great” — 
unless, of course, they added “less 
filling.” 

A hundred years from now, 
somebody will write a book about 


Environmentally 


Responsible Products 
Ask About Our NEW 
Natural Foods Discount Club 


OPTIONS 


La 17 Strong Ave ° 584-0010 
Next to the Eastside Grill 


America’s eating habits in the 20th 
century, anditwill say, “In the 1980s, 
food fads reached their apex when 
people started drinking diet beer. 

Ifthere’s anything that oughta 
be bought on the basis of taste alone, 
it's a goldurn beer. 

So anyhow, what these guys 
are saying is that a lot of people 
developed this brain disease where 
they said to themselves, “Tastes 
bad? Must be good for me. Tastes 
good? Must be awful for my health.” 
And so anything that was just a big 
ole lump of syrupy sugar cake in a 
box, that looks like it would taste 
great, became about as welcome in 
a grocery store as a chain-smoking 
gang of orange-haired shoplifters in 
motorcycle jackets. 

But this year, you know what 
people are eating? 

According to The New York 
Times, Haagen-Dazs has increased 
its market share from 5.9 percent to 
7.6 percent. And there are all these 
complicated explanations aboutwhy 
people feel it's okay to pig out on 
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__ NORTHAMPTON BREWERY: 11 BREWSTER COURT NO 
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igh-fat ice cream. 
high ’'ve got another explanation: 


It's only food. It's something 
you can put in your body like gas in 
a car. And then you can forget it. 
Wouldn’t this be a lot simpler for 
everybody involved? 


To discuss the meaning of life with 
Joe Bob, or to get his world-famous 
newsletter, write Joe Bob Briggs, 
PO Box 2002, Dallas, TX 75221. 
Joe Bob’s Fax line is always open: 
214-368-2310. COPYRIGHT 1993 
CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC. 
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\o FAIR! 
THERE AREN'T ANY QUESIeNS 
AposT METAL DETECIORS 
CHILD CARE. DIVERSITY, 
DRues oRtPw RTON 
A, ConpoM! 


oriedian Leo Baldwin c periees The Valley Commie Nee! 
after a gig at the Tropicana in Las Vegas 


'Go South Of The Border!!-;5 
Mexiskins » Spicy Chicken Nachos « » Méxichicken © N 

A * Chicken Breakfast Mexicana » Mexiburger = u 

Mexican Omelette » Taco Salads « ° Spicy Fries 
WITH THIS COUPON! 


BUY ONE, GET ONE  82yv any one item from our new menu & 


receive the second item FREE!! 


Minimum purchase of $3.55 required. HIGHER 
PRICE PREVAILS + DAILY SPECIALS EXCLUDED « 
i(\ oo NO OTHER DISCOUNT OR PROMOS APPLY. 


EXCLUDES pase & rete DINNERS. 


Cartoonists & Writers Syndicate 


“LDNT KNOW THAT MEIAL DETECTORS ARE THE SPleTioN), “ punoetin ni sos. Panciec 


PRESENT coUPGN BEFORE ORDERING 


BREAKFAST SERVED ANY TIME. 
Ja bth Mob cu) OPEN/24HRS: 
FRIL& SAT: 
OPEN SUN-THURS gam-3am FRI & SAT OPEN 24 HOURS NEXT TO 


SUPER STOP & ig le 2, HADCEYMHERST Pee [resem 


Cartoonists & Writers Syndicate 


VY > 
NoFAR! | 
THERE ARENT ANY QUESTS 
ABUT THE STORK BRINGING BABIES, 
GAYS GeING T? HELL 
OR GD CREATING EARTH 


IN SK DAYS! 


AU THAT FUR 
MUST BE STRICTLY 
ORNAMENTAL , 


Photo: Jennifer Burdick 


25 CENTRAL 


Downstairs at Thornes 
150 Main Street © Northampton, MA 
(413)586-8017 
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Wy Could hope for was 
HO brief encounter. 
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Sometimes youd just turn 
your head, “and THERE IT WAS 
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What iS pangolin ? 


- 


2 naolin has no teeth. 
Pangolin -curlg up into ball, for 
protection Andeebrave ls 


wait for it to be 


The pangolin ig ao termite- eater, 
and he comes down out of the 
trees to feed. When he is upon 
you, his long, slender tongue enters” 
every eye, ear, and nostri), probing 
deeper and deeper, Searching, tunneling 


He slides his tonque so far up your 
nose, you can feel the tickling at 
the back of your throat. But you 

must always remember +o LIE STILL 
dnd NEVER +o look nia che eye... 


Indeed, the experience was alien, 
terrifying, and revoltingly erotic... 
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TEA POTS |\SWEETS eC TAPESTRIES 
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THE 
MERCANTILE J, 
WINTER VFSSut 


$1 1\ 
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The * 
Mereantile 
NORTHAMPTON AMHERST 


18 Center St. Carriage Shops 
584-1205 §49-1396 


Mon-Sat: 10-6 Sun: 12-5 MC-VISA-DISC 
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SINGLE FOLK: BE Goob to YouR 
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THEFARSIDE _ By Gary Larson 


1 & 


ry LINZ erates Te en 
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=. Laroor— © 1993 FarWorks, Inc/Distnbuted by Universal Press Syndicate == 
“Well, kid, ya beat me — and now every punk packin’ ; “Our camels are dead, we have no water, and yet we 


a paddle and tryin’ to make a name for himself will Just as Dale entered the clearing and discovered, must cross this desert if we are to survive. . . . For the 


come lookin’ for you! ... Welcome to hell, kid.” standing together, the Loch Ness Monster, Bigfoot love of Allah, Omar, do you ever cut your nose hairs?” 
and Jackie Onassis, his camera jammed. : 


Grand Opening Saturday, February 13" 
SAFE 
EXCHANGE 


vy Valentine’s Day Ideas y 


wy gz Variety of T Shirts we 
& Clever Novelty gifts 

& Over 25 Brands of Condoms With Close To 100 Varieties Like: 
e Kimono e Beyond Seven ° Excita © Stealth 
° Ramses © Maxx - © Touch ° Desert Shield 
® Lifestyles ° Contempo ° Pigskin ° Glow In The Darks 
° Rubber Ducky e Sheik ° Fish Head 

Plenty of Free Parking. ) 


178 North Pleasant Street. 
Behind Tibetan Treasures ° Take Alley to Parking Lot 


256-0771 
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You're from France? Wow! 
Say...Yoy have lovely eyes! /- 


Hey, everyone! 
We've going fo Paris! 


Be a virus, see the world. 
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we 


© 19D FarWars ine /Dectituted by Unevere Press 


Monday night in the woods 
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“Quit school? Quit schoof? You wanna end up 
like your father? A career lab rat?” 


a 
WE ; 
\ vi Vite 
awe © 1993 FarWorks, Inc. /Drstributed by Universal Press Syndicate Ry : 
“Think about it, Murray. ... If we could get this baby 
runnin’, we could run over hikers, pick up females, 
chase down mule deer — man, we’d be the grizzlies é 
from hell.” The Valley Comic News « February 11, 1993 23 
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by Roger Salloom 


When my girlfriend and | go out 
for breakfast | always order 
decaffeinated coffee with 2 sugars 
and very light with cream. 

My quiet shy girlfriend 
frequently orders her coffee black, no 
sugar with a side order of a little male 
doll with a long hat pin through its 
stomach. 

When she does that | always 
offer to pay the bill. 


IF YOU Do THE JOB BADLN 

ENOUGH, SOMETIMES YOU 

DONT GET ASKED To DO 
\T AGAIN. 


A GAS MASK, A SMOKE GRENADE, 
AND A HELICOPTER ... THATS 


1. Write a peeerae caperiing, 
ALL I ASK. 


the significance. o 
Magellan's expedition. 
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HANG IT UP WHERE 
\T BELONGS! I'M 
NOT LOOKING FOR 
EXTRA ORK 
AROUND HERE. 


CALVIN, DONT JUST 
THROW YOUR WET 


OH YEAH ?/ WELL, You'LL 
HAVE TO CATCH ME. 
FIRST/ 


WHEN YouR STRATEGY (S 
TO RUN IKE A SQUIRREL, 
TS HARD‘TO COME UP WITH 
A GOOD TAUNT, 


I'm gonna pound you 
at recess, Twinky. 
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TODAY FOR SHOW AND TELL} I THINK WE MIGHT ALL 
I'VE BROUGHT A TINY LEARN A LESSON FROM 
MARNEL OF NATURE : HOW THIS UTTERLY 

A SINGLE SNOWFLAKE . UNIQUE AND EXQUISITE 
CRYSTAL... 


w TURNS INTO AN ORDI 
BORING MOLECULE oF 


YOU KNOW WHAT 
ASTRONAUTS CAN 

DO RIGHT IN THEIR 
SPACESUITS? 


GEEZ, HOW AM I 

EVER GOING TO 

LEARN TO BE AN: 
ASTRONAUT? 


OH LOVELN SNOWBALL, 
PACKED WITH CARE, 

SMACK A HEAD THAT'S 
UNAWARE .! 


FIX STRAIGHT AND TRUE, 
HIT HARD AND SQUARE ! 
THIS, OH SNOWBALL, 
\S MY PRAYER . 


\ 


T ONW THROW 


THEN WITH FREEZING 
ICE TO SPARE, 
MELT AND SOAK THROUGH 

UNDERWEAR / 


CONSECRATED 
SNOWBALLS. 
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WHO EXACTIN { LOOK, IT 


WHAT ARI 


e 
YOU DOING ? PEOPLE OFF MY | THINK THESE TRACKS WERE | 1S_ON YOUR | DOESNT HURT 
: MADE BY A ONE-LEGGED TRAIL P To TAKE 
DECEPTIVE |. KID GOING THAT WAY, AND : PRECAUTIONS. 


FOOTPRINTS. |B THENLL BE COMPLETELN 


WRONG / 
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DOESNT: ANYBODY 
MISS ME2 


“THE DYNAMICS. OF INTERBEING 
AND MONOLOGICAL IMPERATIVES 
\N DICK AND JANE A STUDY 

N PSYCHIC TRANSRELATIONAL 
GENDER MODES.” 


WITH A LITTLE PRACTICE, 
WRITING CAN RE AN 

INTIMIDATING AND g 
IMPENETRABLE FOG! Ps de 
WANT TO SEE MY BOOK ~ 


REPORT ? 


I REALIZED THAT THE 
PURPOSE OF WRITING IS 
TO INFLATE WEAK IDEAS, 
OBSCURE POOR REASONING, 
AND INHIBIT CLARITY. 


T USED To HATE WRITING 
ASSIGNMENTS , BUT NOW 
IT ENIN THEM .: 
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NOBODN WILL TRADE 
WITH A KID WHOSE MOM 
MAKES A BAD SANDINICH, 


WHY, THIS SQUID ISNT 

EVEN FRESH! SMELL IT/ 

LOOK HOW RUBBERN IT (S/ 
AND THE INKY BRINE HAS 
3 SOAKED THE BREAD! THE 
Z PICKLES ARE PULP! GROSS! 


LOOK AT THIS SANDWICH 
MY MoM MADE! I'M NoT 
EATING THIS WRETCHED 
THING ! 3 
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10-20% Discount 
On Our Dependable 
Comic Subscripions 


We Have Gift Certificates! 


The Best In 


Comics © Back Issues 


Role Playing and Strategy Games 


Lead Figures & Paints 


Sports Cards 


Video Rental 


2 
Specializing in American and 


Japanese Animation 


Used Comics 
& Games 


Comics & Games 
A8 North Pleasant Street 


(next to Fire Station) 


(413)253-3480 


Hours: 11AM-7PM Monday-Saturday 
-11Am-5Pm Sunda 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


I know you’ ve tried to get into the fitness habit. First, you 
enrolled in dance aerobics, step aerobics, aquarobicsand karatobics. 
Then you were jazzercised, boxercised and yogacised. You always 
Start out psyched but soon realize there’s just no fun it. If only there 
was a fitness method that was amusing; one guaranteed to bring a 
smile to your face, no matter how hard you worked. Well, now there 
is. It’s called Lafferobics, and these laughter gyms will soon be 
opening throughout the country. ; 

The idea for pumping up through laughter was sparked by 
research conducted by Dr. William Fry of the University of Califor- 
nia, Santa Barbara. His study on the correlation between laughter 
and energy outputin the body concluded that laughing 200 times has 
the same physical exercise benefit as ten minutes on the rowing 
machine, because laughter engages musclesand body parts we don’t 
often think about: lungs, heart, diaphragm, and rib cage to name a 
few. During a guffaw, everything internal is moving up and down. 
That’s why laughing for a long time hurts the stomach, which 
becomes as sore as legs do when you run for a long while. Indeed, 
one guru of this fitness movement, Norman Cousins, described 
laughter as an “inner workout.” 

As with other physical workouts, it is imperative to warm 
up first. Lafferobic injuries are not funny. Explaining to your co- 
workers why you have an Ace bandage on your face is even less 
funny. Before beginning your laugh workout, start with a slow 
stretch of the facial, or zygomaticus, muscles. A ten minute session 
should do. Carefully expand from a smile to a smirk to a snicker to 
achortle toachuckle. Save the belly laughs, knee slappersand howls 
for when you are warmed up. ; 

Proper footwear is essential for a productive session. 
Choose a specialty shoe for an exact type of laugh. These shoes are 
specifically designed to cushion and support various parts of the 
foot. It makes no sense to wear a shoe constructed for punning, 
which allows you to stand your ground amidst heaps of groans, if 
most of your exercise comes from sarcasm. For that talent you need 
to be light on your feet. For all-around Lafferobic footwear, I 
recommend the new cross-trainers. With these “Air Hennys” you 
can safely engage in jokes, cartoons, and quips as well as physical 
shtick and satire. 

Some people only want to pump up one aspect of their 
sense of humor so they begin to concentrate on that area, and only 
that area, of laughter. The result is a highly defined world view that 
is criticized by “average” laughers as “freakish” or “unhealthy.” 
Proponents of muscle humor claim that since it is their life and 
outlook, they will do what they want. Everyone agrees, though, that 
tickling as an artificial way to increase laughter and thereby increase 
humor muscles has no place in the sport. Tickling has recently been 
banned by the NFL (National Federation of Lafferobics). 

Lafferobics is trying, like much of society, to deal with 
genderdiscrimination. For too long, women have not been given the 
same latitude as men in choosing their outlet for laughter. For 
example, women who became adept at put-down humor were 
criticized for being “unfeminine.” The critics, male and female, 
claimed put-down humor doesn’t look very womanly. Fortunately, 
this attitude is changing; the trend now is for women touse put-down 
humor in a way that allows them to maintain femininity while 
developing put-down muscles. 

The nice thing about Lafferobics is its accessibility to all. 
Wehaveclasses for the humor-impaired, defined as those folks who 
can’tor won’t find anything to smileat. Treatment for the HI comes, 
fittingly enough, from Germany. Researchers there tried to find a 
way for Teutonic sourpusses, the sourest pusses in the universe, to 
smile. Although nothing is funny to them, the Germans and their 
bodies are used to doing whatever they’re told . The scientists had 
their churlish subjects hold a pencil in their teeth. With the comers 
of their mouths lifted, their bodies assumed something pleasant was 
happening and were tricked into a smile. 

I hope this information helps ease your fears about 
Lafferobics. Just don’t think about it. After all, Moe knows laughter. 
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FORGOTTEN MAN, JOANE, 
HES LONG SINCE DONE HIS 
= TIME, BUT THE 


ILL THINK ABOUT [7, 
RICK, I HAVE TO START 
SLOWLY, TERRES Y 


BD, I'VE REACHED I'M TIRED OF BEING IN THE UN- 
GION. I WANT DEREROQUND ECONOMY, TIRED 
DEL a" II) || Q=PULLING 18-HOUR SHIFTS, 

TIRED OF NOT BEING ABLE TO PILE 

UPMY QUIN CREDIT CARD DEBT! 


FROM NOW ON, I DEMAND 
THAT YOU START PAYING MY 
CITY, STATE, FEDERAL ANDSo- 
CIAL SECURITY TAXES! 


, 


IT? NOTH- 
ING! NO SAVINGS, NO 
PENSION, NO 


NUMEER, TO BECOME 4 
STAND-UP TAX-PAYING MEM- 


WELL, UKE, IM TRING 
70 GET MIKE MILKEN 
BACK ee VAL, 


AND THATS ASSUMING I STILL 
HAVEA JOB. THE FALLOUT 
FROM THE NANNY CRISIS 


AFRAR 


Cora 


SILLY? WHY IS 
IT SILLY, [FI 
MAY ASK2 


ITSASIFI Donrr. 
ST! AND ALL BCA 
YOUR WOM 


176 JUST AN OUTRAGE, SAM— | |( WITHOUT A SOCIAL OU) 
T'VE BEEN A PROFESSIONAL NUMBER, YOU HAVE NO PAST 
FOR FOUR YEARS AND YOU HAVE NO FUTURE! TLL 
NOW, AND IM STILL OFF - TELL YOU, THIS ALIEN BUSINESS 
1 IVEN HAS REALLY RAISED MY 


IEVER BEEN 


HELLO, M5, BOOPSTEIN? 
HEU? THIS IS*VARIETY.” WERE 
eee DOING A BIG STORY ON 
PENSION. 


penne Ne TOMORROW! DOMESTIC HELP! 


WAIT LL MY BABYSITTING LISTEN UP LADIES! 
BUDDIES HEAR THE NEWS! GUESS WHO NOW 

NO ONE'S GOING 70 HAS HIS VERY QWN 

BELIEVE IT! 


SWWeetiec 


ALL OUR 
UNIQUE 
JEWELERY 
SIONS ee 
thro UG h 


VERY. LISTEN, ZONK, 
I GOTTA ASK YOU 


yy 
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EVERY WEEK I MAKE ABIG 
BATCH WITH BETTY CROCKER Unt BEE. ZONE TRE 
THOUGHT MAYBE YOU MIGHT | | DUNCAN HINES? 
Co _ — e| 
Reile HIVALENTINE'S 


20% OFF 
all Jewelry 


180 MAIN STREET 
(corner Old South St & Main) 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 
413 -585 -0815 
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WELL, I DONT KNOW YOU 

MEAN TO BRAG, HAVE, MAN. 

BUTIVE ALWAYS THATS WHAT 

ANSWEREDTO 8=—© MADE ME 

AHIGHERLAW. THINKOF 
/ - YOU! \ 
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ar ie a v Posters 
Rock Decals ¥ Lots of Dead Stuff 


v Rolling Papers 


40 Different Kinds 


_VESTS y JACKETS | y CHAPS 


” DRIVING GLOVES y ye Metal, Plastic, Glass & Ceramic 


¥ Hans Davipson SNEAKERS ¥ v Beaded Jewelry 


: Limited Time Only: ee Wlaece 1A 
: (203) 749-9614 


348 HAZARD AVE. ENFIELD CT 
2.5 MILES FROM EXIT 47E OFF RT. 9] 


